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PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Volunteering in Health is delighted to announce an affiliation with the Purple Angel Organisation, whose aim is to 
increase awareness and knowledge of Dementia in our communities.  

Purple Angel was created by Norms McNamara who was diagnosed with Dementia in his early 50s.  After                  
experiencing discrimination himself Norms vowed that no person suffering from Dementia should be treated like  
he had been and set about raising awareness.  Purple Angel is now a global organisation.

Volunteering in Health staff and volunteers will be undertaking various training programmes to gain a better         
understanding of Dementia and to promote awareness across Teignbridge and beyond.

Michelle Willocks-Watts, Manager of Volunteering in Health said “We are delighted to have the opportunity to be 
working with Norms McNamara and the Purple Angel organisation to increase awareness of Dementia.  We are 
also pleased to announce that the Java Coffee House in Teignmouth has signed up to Purple Angel and we will 
be working with other business owners in the coming weeks and months.  Our Dementia Bridge Worker, Helen 
Skuse will be available in the Java Coffee House on Thursday mornings between 09.00 and 10.30 to    provide 
informal support and information especially to those who have been diagnosed with early onset dementia.”

Volunteering in Health will be holding a Dementia Awareness Event in partnership with Purple Angel on Saturday 
15th November 2014 which Purple Angel are now calling a Day of Action for ALL Purple Angel ambassadors to 
join in around the world.

For more information on Volunteering in Health, or if you would like to become a volunteer please contact 01626 
774484, follow us on Facebook or see our website www.volunteeringinhealth.co.uk. 

For more information on Purple Angel visit www.purpleangel-global.com
 
Notes to the Editor
Volunteering in Health supports elderly frail and isolated people in the community.  Our services include memory 
cafes, reminiscence therapy, home help services, carer support and patient transport.  
We can undertake up to 50 journeys per week transporting patients to their medical appointments. Our           
dedicated carer support worker made 70 visits to carers last year to offer support, advice and signposting to 
other agencies.  We have around 200 volunteers who work tirelessly to support our services and fundraising     
activities.  We do not receive statutory funding and rely on fundraising, donations and grants.

Pictured in the Java Coffee House are from L to R – Luke Underwood (Owner Java Coffee House, Michelle          
Willocks-Watts, Manager Volunteering in Health), Norms and Elaine McNamara, Helen Skuse, Dementia Bridge 
Worker Volunteering in Health.


